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Changing your garden can be
one of the most exciting
things you can do with your

home.The scope for change and the
possibilities for improvement are
endless. Unlike inside, in the garden
you don’t have to worry about what
the space is for – it’s not a kitchen or
a bedroom – it’s a space. A space 
for you. 

Introduction
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The Ten Steps
Step 1 – What do you want?
This is all about what you need from your
garden. Everybody needs slightly
different things – but often it revolves
around prosaic things like washing lines,
sitting areas, planted areas.

Step 2 – Inspiration 
Now this is where everyone is different –
you might draw inspiration from a garden
you’ve already seen, one in a picture, or
even not from a garden at all. I once saw a
garden inspired by an abstract painting.
Inspiration can come from anywhere –
clip and keep, take photographs, gather
together a mood board of images.

Step 3 – Reality
Back down to earth – what is actually
outside your back door right now? What’s

good, what’s bad? What can be changed,
what needs to stay the same? Mark these
all down and bring them to the party.

Step 4 – Base plan
This is where I might lose you. If you can’t
cope with tape measures and scale
drawings, don’t worry, just pass this
chapter by … design outside in the
garden – no worries about getting the
measurements right then.

Step 5 – Design 
This step is where all the information about
what you need, want and have got come
together, and the important message here
is that you’re creating rooms, spaces within
the garden. Concentrate on getting those
spaces looking good and the garden will
take shape.
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Step 6 – Movement
Now you’ve got the perfect spaces marked
out you need to work out how to move
between them. How to get from the house
to the garden, how to get around the garden
and how to entice people to explore.

Step 7 – Materials
We’ve got a design now – but what to make
it out of? Should the main space be of grass
or of gravel? Should the divisions between
the rooms be plants or trellis? This is the
chapter to help you decide.

Step 8 – Colour
Colour comes from plants and from hard
materials. How best to use colour in the
garden and what effects you can get – this
chapter runs through the colour basics.

Step 9 – Plants
Like Chapter 4, I might lose some people
here, but what I aim to do is to look at plants
as a product for the garden (sacrilege to plant
lovers I know). So I’ll go through some of the
different functions of plants and list some
that fulfil each function – it really helps to
demystify the whole thing and, it’s just what a
lot of professional designers do.

Step 10 – Fun bits
And finally, this is all about decorating the
rooms – choosing the perfect water feature
or sculpture – shopping really. 


